Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2010); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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substituted product from the 2-thione form.
Herein we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound. The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . The essentially planar carbamate group (N3/C7/O1/O2) forms a dihedral angle of 64.7 (2)° with the mean plane of the carboxylate group (C6/C12/O3/O4). In the crystal, molecules are linked by N-H···O═C hydrogen bonds involving the amino and carbamate group forming chains along the c-axis direction. Intermolecular N-H···O═C hydrogen bonds are are highlighted in the literature by Taylor et al. (1984) .
Experimental
To a mixture of 1-methyl-2-mercaptoimidazole (390 mg, 3.4 mmole) and methyl 3-bromo-2-[(tert-butoxycarbonyl)-amino]propanoate (970 mg, 3.4 mmol) in 17 ml of N,N-dimethylformamide was added potassium carbonate (940 mg, 6.8 mmole). The reaction mixture was stirred at 343 K for 1.5 h under N 2 atmosphere. The resulting mixture was partitioned between dichloromethane (70 ml) and H 2 O (35 ml). The organic layer was dried over MgSO 4 and concentrated in vacuo.
The residue was separated by chromatography over silica gel and eluted with hexane/ethyl acetate (3/7) to afford 776 mg of the title compound (I) in 72% yield. Single crystals suitable for X-ray measurements were obtained by recrystallization from a dichloromethane/hexane solution of the title compound at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and treated as riding on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.95 -1.00 Å, N-H = 0.88 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,N). The molecular structure of (I) with ellipsoids for non-H atoms shown at the 50% probability level.
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